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Opening Prayer

Mah tovu ohalekha Ya’akov, mishk’notekha Yisrael. Va’ani b’rov hasd’kha avo veitekha, 
eshtahaveh el heikhal kodsh’kha ’yiratekha. Adonai ahavti m’on beitekha, um’kom mishkan 
k’vodekha. Va’ani eshtahaveh, v’ekhra’ah evr’khah lifnei Adonai osi. Va’ani t’filati l ’kha, 
Adonai, eit ratzon. Elohim, b’rov hasdekha, aneni b’emet yish’ekha.

How goodly are your tents, O Jacob, your dwelling places, O Israel!

Through Your great mercy, I come to your house and bow down in Your 
holy Temple in reverence of You. O God, I love the place of Your house, 
and the abode in which Your glory dwells. And so I bow down, and adore 
You, my Maker. May my prayer be offered in an acceptable time. May You, 
in the greatness of Your mercy, answer me accoring to Your faithfulness.

Congregation is seated
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 ,L «¤zi ¥a i ¥a §WFi i ¥x §W ©̀
.dl̈ «¤Q LE «l §l ©d §i cFr

 ,FN dk̈«M̈ ¤W mr̈d̈ i ¥x §W ©̀
.eid̈Ÿ l ¡̀  ï §i ¤W mr̈d̈ i ¥x §W ©̀

 ,c ¦eŸc̈ §l dN̈ ¦d §Y

£̀,K¤l «¤O ©d i ©dFl ¡̀  L §n ¦nFx
 .c ¤rë ml̈Fr §l L §n ¦W dk̈ §xä £̀ ©e

§Adl̈ §l ©d £̀ ©e ,‚«¤k §xä £̀  mFi lk̈
 .c ¤rë ml̈Fr §l L §n ¦W

B̈FzN̈ ªc §b ¦l §e ,cŸ̀ §n lN̈ ªd §nE ï §i lFc
 .x ¤w«¥g oi ¥̀

C,Li «¤U £r ©n g ©A ©W §i xFc §l xF
 .Eci«¦B©i Li «¤zŸxEa §bE

£di ¥x §a ¦c §e ,L «¤cFd cFa §M x ©c
 .dg̈i «¦U ῭  Li «¤zŸ̀ §l §t ¦p

¤e,Ex «¥n Ÿ̀i Li «¤zF` §xFp fEf ¡r
 .dP̈ «¤x §R ©q £̀  L §zN̈ ªc §bE

«¤f ,Eri «¦A©i L §aEh a ©x x¤k
 .Ep«¥P ©x §i L §zẅ §c ¦v §e

©g m ¦i«©R ©̀  K ¤x «¤̀  ,ï §i mEg ©x §e oEP
 .c ¤q«g̈ lc̈ §bE

hlM̈ l ©r ein̈£g ©x §e ,lŸM ©l ï §i aF
 .eiÜ £r ©n

iLi «¤ci ¦q£g ©e ,Li «¤U £r ©n lM̈ ï §i LE «cF
 .dk̈E «k §xä §i

Happy are those who dwell in Your house, 
who are ever singing Your praise.
Happy the people on whom such blessing 
falls; happy the people whose God is the 
Eternal One.

Always I will exalt You, my Sovereign God, 
and praise Your Name forever.

Beginning each day with praise, 
I will extol your name for ever.

Cause us to see Your great ness is beyond us, 
Eternal 0ne, for ever to be praised.

Declaring Your works to each generation, 
we bear witness to Your mighty acts.

Even as they speak of Your splendor, so I  
will meditate on Your wonderful deeds.

For as they tell of Your awesome might,  
so I will recount Your greatness.

Great is Your goodness which they celebrate, 
as they sing of Your righteousness.

Holding us in Your grace and compassion, 
You are patient and abounding in love.

In Your goodness, Eternal God, You have 
mercy on all Your creatures.

Joyfully You works shall thank You, and  
Your faithful ones shall praise You.

A Psalm of David

Afternoon Service



Central Reform Temple of Boston

4

§M ,Ex «¥n Ÿ̀i L §zEk §l ©n cFa
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 .mi ¦tEt §M ©d lk̈ §l s ¥wFf §e
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Know how great is Your majesty,  
they proclaim Your might.

Let all humanity perceive Your Power, 
and the glorious splendor of Your 
redemption.

Mighty is Your rule, and everlasting, Your 
reign endures in all generations.

O God, You support the falling, and raise 
up all who are bowed down.

Pleading, all look in hope to You, and You 
give them their food in due season.

Quietly, You open Your hand, and satisfy 
the needs of every living creature.

Righteous are You in all Your ways, and 
loving in Your deeds.

So near are You to all who call upon You, to 
all who call upon You in truth.

The desire of those who revere You, You 
fulfill; You hear their cry and help them.

Unceasingly our lips shall sing God’s praise; 
so may all creatures laud God’s holy 
name for ever.

And now let us extol the Eternal God from 
this time and for ever. Halleluyah!



Installation of Rabbi Dr. Michael J. Shire

5

Prayer invites
God’s Presence to suffuse our spirits,
God’s will to prevail in our lives.
Prayer may not bring water to parched fields,
nor mend a broken bridge, 
nor rebuild a ruined city.
But prayer can water an arid soul,
mend a broken heart, 
rebuild a weakened will.

 — Rabbi Ferdarndo Isserman, (USA 20th Century)

I am a Jew because
the faith of Israel demands no abdication of my mind.

I am a Jew because 
the faith of Israel requires all the devotion of my heart

I am a Jew because 
in every place where suffering weeps, the Jew weeps.

I am a Jew because 
at every time when despair cries out, the Jew hopes.

I am a Jew because 
the word of Israel is the oldest and the newest.

I am a Jew because 
for Israel, the world is not completed; we are completing it.

I am a Jew because 
Israel places humanity and its unity 
above the nations and above Israel itself.

I am a Jew because, above humanity, image of the divine Unity. 
Israel places the unity which is divine.

— Edmund Fleg, (20th Century, France)

Meditations
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Congregation rises 
Abridged Version of the Weekday Tefillah

We praise You, Eternal One, our God and 
God of our ancestors, Shield of Abraham 
and Protector of Sarah, Source of eternal 
life, the holy God.
Give us understanding to know Your ways, 
consecrate our hearts to revere You, forgive 
us, and make us worthy of redemption. 
Keep us far from sorrow, bestow blessing n 
the earth, raise high the banner of freedom 
for the oppressed and guide us in Your 
ways of justice. Let those who go astray 
return to You, may the righteous rejoice 
in the building of Your city and behold 
the dawn of Your deliverance; in Your 
compassion may the longings of the hearts 
come true. Hear our prayer, Eternal God, 
whom alone we worship in reverence, 
Source of goodness, to whom our thanks 
are due.
We praise You, O God, the Source of peace.

May the Most High, Source of perfect 
peace, grant peace to us, to all Israel, and 
to all humanity.

Congregation is seated
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Choose for each of your tribes individuals 
who are wise, understanding and of good 
reputation, and I will make them leaders 
over you. Deut. 1:13 

You shall seek out from all the people 
able individuals who revere God, love 
truth, and hate dishonest gain, and make 
them leaders of the people as officers of 
thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.

Exodus 18:21

You stand this day all of you before the 
Eternal One your God: the heads of your 
tribes, your elders and officers, every man 
of Israel, your little ones, your wives and 
the strangers in your camp, from those 
who chop your wood to those who draw 
your water. Deut. 29:9

God says: Although I have appointed for 
you heads, elders and officers, yet you are 
all equal before Me.

Midrash Nitzavim 2

So Moses carried out the divine command:

What are the qualities required of a leader?  
These verses tell us: wisdom, understanding, reverence, integrity, justice.  

But there is more. Leaders must respect those whom they lead.

Leadership

h
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Once, when Moses was keeping Jethro’s 
flock in the wilderness, a little kid escaped 
from him. When it reached a shady place, 
a pool of water appeared before it, and it 
stopped to drink. When Moses caught up 
with it, he said: ‘I did not know that you 
ran away because you were thirsty; you 
must be weary.’ So he put the kid on his 
shoulder and carried it back.

Then God said: Because you have shown 
compassion to the flock of a human owner, 
you shall most surely lead My flock, the 
people of Israel.

Midrash Rabbah 2:2

All depends on leadership. When the 
leader is good and upright, the flock 
follows.

Moses said: Let the Eternal One, the God 
of the spirits of all flesh, appoint someone 
over the congregation who shall go out 
before them and come in before them, who 
shall lead them out and bring them in, so 
that the congregation of the Eternal One 
may not be like sheep without a shepherd.

Numbers 27:16

h
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The test of true leadership is to walk 
ahead of the people, not to conform to the 
inclinations and attitudes of the multitude, 
but to lead them according to one’s own 
spirit, raising them to a higher level, not 
descending to theirs. Such a person ‘leads 
them out’ — of all kinds of confusions and 
disasters, and   ‘brings them in’ —to the 
realm of holiness.

To be a leader is an onerous and sometimes a thankless task.

God said to Moses and Aaron: My 
children are obstinate, irascible and 
troublesome. In assuming leadership over 
them, you must expect that they will curse 
you and stone you.

Midrash Rabbah 7:3

Not all are equally cut out to be leaders.

Would that all God’s people were prophets
Numbers 11:29

But when leadership is called for, none of us may excuse ourselves.
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One who withdraws from public life, and 
says, ‘What have I to do with the burden 
of the community, or with their disputes; 
why should listen to them? Peace to you, 
O my soul’—such a person destroys the 
world.

Midrash Mishpatim 2

We pray for all who exercise leadership in our community and spend themselves in the 
service of others; those who hold high office, and those who volunteer for humbler tasks 
that are no less essential. May God grant them wisdom and understanding, and a high 
consciousness of their responsibility, combined with humility and a sense of proportion 
and humor. May the work they do seem to them an honor rather than a burden, and 
give them joy and satisfaction. Through their leadership and service, may our community 
grow in strength and vigor, harmony and happiness, and make its contribution to the 
well-being of society.

Across the river, an Encounter; there to 
wrestle with a man until the break of 
dawn. The struggle is to keep hold; half-
embrace, half-grasp, how can the one serve 
all that need, fulfill all that expectation? 
Strength ebbs and flows from one to the 
other. Emptying and yet replenishing, 
injuring whilst offering healing.

To strive is Israel’s meaning, together 
learning God’s purpose for our people, 
growing into the challenge of leadership 
and the construction of community. 

h
It will be a journey into life and death, a 
stirring of Torah into all hearts, cycles of 
worship transformed into a moment of 
prayer.

Let blessing spread over this dawning, for 
God has imparted wisdom to those that 
strive l ’shem shmayaim. As morning breaks, 
they will be altogether intertwined. Saying, 
“I will not let you go, until you have 
blessed me.”

M.J. Shire, suggested by Genesis 32:25-27
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Y’he-yu l’ratzon im-ray fee v’heg-yon lee-bee l’fa-ne-chah, Adonai, tzu-ri v’go-ah-lee.

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable unto You,  
O God, my Rock and my Redeeemer. Amen

h
Installation

It shall come to p[ass, in the end of days, that the mountain of God’s house shall be 
exalted above the hills, and the nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and 
say: “Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Eternal, to the House of the God of 
Jacob; that we may be taught the way, and that we may walk in God’s path. For out of 
Zion shall go forth the Torah, and the word of the Eternal One from Jerusalem.”

S’u sh’ah-reem roshay-chem. Us’u pit’chay olam. 
V’yova Melech Ha’kavod. Me hu zeh Melech 
Ha’kavod? Adonai Tz’vaot. Hu Melech  
Ha’kavod. Selah 

Lift up your heads, O gates, and be lifted up, you everlasting doors, that the Glorious 
Ruler may come in. Who is the Glorious Ruler? The God of all Creation is the  
Glorious Ruler.

Congregation rises as the Torah is taken from the Ark

Shema Yisrael Adonai Elo-hay-nu Adonai Echad.

Hear O Israel, the Eternal One is our God;  
The Eternal God is One!
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L’chah Adonai hag’dulah v’hagvurah v’hatiferet v’hanetzach v’hahod. Ke chol bashamayim uva’ahretz. 
L’chah Adonai hamamlach v’hamit-nasay l ’chol ‘rosh.

Yours, O God, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendor and the majesty. For all 
that is in heaven and earth is Yours. You are our Sovereign and are supreme over all.

h
The sefer Torah is transferred from Rabbi Lerner to Rabbi Shire.

As I formally accept the trust and responsibility placed in me by this 
congregation in appointing me its Rabbi, I turn to you Eternal One. Help 

me when I enter the lives of our people in their gladness, in their grief, and in their need. 
In their pain, let me bring comfort, in their joy let me share their rejoicing. Let me never 
be impervious to their troubles. May it be Your will Eternal One to give me the wisdom 
and the insight to speak when I should speak and keep silent when I should keep 
silent. Help me to be a source of strength to those who count on me. Guide me in my 
endeavors so that as a congregation and rabbi working together, we may experience the 
sanctity and joy of celebrations and grow in our understanding and devotion to Judaism. 
May our commitment to deeds of loving kindness and tikkun olam allow us always to 
bring blessing to each other and to the world around us. Praised are You, Eternal One 
our God, who has enabled me to be a teacher and leader in the House of Israel.

The Rabbi’s Manual, 1988
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Congregation

Joyfully we consecrate ourselves anew today to the great task our people began long ago. 
Our, too, shall be the ceaseless aim to bring ever nearer that blessed age, with One God 
over all. One human family of all.

Responsive Reading

God’s teaching is perfect, reviving the soul.

 God’s word is unfailing, making wise the simple.

God’s precepts are right, delighting the mind. 
God’s doctrine is pure, enduring forever

 God’s guidance is true, and altogether just.

Behold, a good doctrine has been given you. Forsake it not! It is a tree of life to those 
who hold it fast, and all who cling to it find happiness.

 Its ways are ways of pleasantness and all its paths are peace,

Eitz chayim he l ’machazekeem bah. V’tom’chehah m’ushar.  
D’rachehah darchei no’am, v’chol n’tevoteha shalom.

The Ark is closed. Congregation is seated.

Address: Rabbi Marcia Plumb

Response: Rabbi Michael Shire

h
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The Adoration

Congregation rises as the Ark is opened

Let us adore the Everliving God. We render praise unto You who spread out the heavens 
and established the earth. Your glory is revealed in the heavens above and Your greatness 
is manifest throughout the world. You are our God. There is none else. We bow our 
heads in reverence before the Eternal One, Source of all life.

Va'ah-nach-nu dor'eem umish'tachaveem umo'deem, 
lifnay melech malechay hm'lacheem, HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu.

A Prayer for World Peace

Eternal God, whose presence is over all 
of us, help us through our prayers and 
our deeds to be able to build trust in our 
world. We ask You to spread Your shelter 
of peace over all dwellers on earth, over 
all lands and peoples affected by war or 
fear of war, bringing calm to conflict and 
peace of mind to all who live in fear. We 
ask You to grant safety to those who 
guard and those who watch, and skill to 
those who must take difficult decisions, 
so that they be always guided by the need 
to avoid harm to the innocent. May we 

in our days learn to overcome prejudice 
and anger, hatred and fear, so that we 
may learn to live side by side in peace and 
harmony. May Your Divine presence, Your 
light and Your love shine down upon our 
troubled world, comforting the bereaved, 
helping the wounded, soothing all pain, 
enabling us to raise our spirits of hope and 
understanding, so that in our lifetime we 
shall be able to know how good and how 
pleasant it is for brother and sisters to 
dwell together.

h
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Mourner's Kaddish

Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’mei raba b’alma di v’ra chir’utei; v’yamlich malchutei b’hayeichon 
u-v’yomeichon, uv’hayei d’chol beit yisrael, ba-agala u-vi-z’man kariv, v’imru amen.

Y’hei sh’mei raba m’varach l ’alam u-l ’almei almaya.

Yitbarach v’yishtabah, v’yitpa’ar v’yitromam, v’yitnasei v’yit-hadar, v’yit’aleh v’yit’halal 
sh’mei d’kudsha, b’rich hu, 

l ’ela min kol birchata v’shirata, tushb’hata v’nehemata, da-amiran b’alma, v’imru amen.

Y’hei sh’lama raba min sh’maya, v’hayim, aleinu v’al koi yisrael, v’imru amen.

Oseh shalom bi-m’romav, hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol yisrael, v’imru amen.
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Let the glory of God be extolled. May God's great Name be hallowed in the world whose 
creation God willed. May God's dominion soon prevail, in our own day, in our own 
lives, and in the life of all Israel, and let us say: Amen.

Let God's great Name be blessed forever and ever.

Let the Name of the Holy One be glorified, exalted, and honored, though God is beyond 
praises, songs, and adorations that we can utter, and let us say: Amen

For us and for all Israel, may the blessing peace, and the promise of life, come true, and 
let us say: Amen.

May the One who causes peace to reign in the high heavens let peace descend on us, on 
all Israel, and all the world, and let us say: Amen 

May the Source of peace send peace to all who mourn and comfort all who are bereaved. 
Amen.

Congregation is seated

h

Presentation: Rabbi Michael Farbman
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Adon olam asher malach, b'terem kol y'tzir niv-ra.  
L'eit na'asah b'cheftzo kol, azai melech sh'mo nikra.

V'acharei kichlot hakol, l 'vado yimloch nora.  

V'hu hayah, v'hu hoveh, v'hu yihyeh, b'tifarah.   

V'hu echad v'ein sheni, l 'hamishil lo l 'hachbirah.  

B'li reishit b'li tachlit, v'lo haoz v'hamisra.  

V'hu eili v'chai goali v'tsur chevli b'eit tsarah.  

V'hu nisi umanos li, m'nat kosi b'yom ekrah.  

B'yado afkid ruchi, b'eit ishan v'airah.  

V'im ruchi g'viati, Adonai li v'lo irah.

Adon Olam, the God of All

The God of all, who reigned supreme, 
Ere first creation's form was framed; 
When all was finished by Your will, 
Your name Almighty was proclaimed.

You are my God, my Savior true, 
to whom I turn in sorrow's hour, 
My banner proud, my refuge sure,  
Who hears and answers with Your power.

Then in Your hand myself I lay, 
And trusting sleep, and wake with cheer; 
My soul and body are Your care. 
You are with me, I have no fear.
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Final Blessing: The Very Rev. Pam Werntz

Congregation rises

   
And then compassion will be wedded to power 
And softness will come toa world that is harsh and unkind 
And then both men and women will be gentle 
And then both women and men will be strong 
And then no person will be subject to another person's will 
And then all will be rich and free and varied 
And then the greed of some will give way to the needs of many 
And then all will share equally in the earth's abundance 
And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old 
And then all will nourish the young 
And then all will cherish life's creatures 
And then all will live in harmony and each other and Earth 
And then everywhere will be called Eden once again.

Judy Chicago, 20th Century USA

Recessional
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